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Flower Power 
or Wind Power?
Sunflowers stand tall
alongside a windmill
at the Blue River Rest
Area, located one mile
west of the Milford I-80
Interchange. 



Gary Britton
Right-of-Way Manager

“No person shall be .... deprived of life, liberty, or property,
without due process of law; nor shall private property be
taken for public use without just compensation.”

- Fifth Amendment to the United States Constitution

Most people only believe that someone “takes the Fifth”
when requested to testify against themselves. Those that
work in the eminent domain field or those that study real
property law know the above-referenced quote is an

underpinning of private property rights. The Founding Fathers realized that
for a nation to grow, it had to have infrastructure. It needed streets and roads.
It needed post offices. It needed schools. It needed parks. It needed facilities
to be used by the citizens in common if the nation had any chance of surviving
and growing.

What does “just compensation” mean in a condemnation action?

Just compensation is not a precise concept. It generally means the highest
price that the property would bring if it were exposed for sale in the open market
for a reasonable period of time and if the buyer had knowledge of all uses and
purposes to which it is adaptable.

Does this mean the owner can only get what the property is worth given
its present use?

No. Courts consider the “highest and best use” in determining value. So, if the
property would be more valuable if its use was changed, the owner would be
entitled to be compensated accordingly. 

What does due process mean?

The requirements of “due process” are generally satisfied when:
• The property has been acquired for public uses.
• The public uses are permitted by statute and/or constitutional provisions.
• The provisions of determination for just compensation are followed.

So basically, the limitations are that property shall not be taken except upon
payment of just compensation and then only in accordance with recognized
principles of due process of law.

Market Value – How much are you going to pay?
Fair cash market value is the normally accepted standard for the measure of
just compensation. It is generally stated that fair cash market value is the amount
of money which a purchaser, willing but not obligated to buy the property, would
pay to an owner, willing but not obliged to sell it, taking into consideration all
uses to which the land was adapted and might in reason be applied.

Does market value include incidental losses?

Market value does not include incidental losses (e.g., cost of moving, loss of
business goodwill, etc.), but some of these losses are made compensable in part
by statutes, such as the Federal Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property
Policies Act, and in Nebraska its counterpart is the Relocation Assistance Act.
These statutes allow for the following payments:

• Residential payments: moving cost payments, replacement housing
payments, closing cost payments, increased interest payments, increased
real estate tax payments.
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This Land is Your Land
................... No More
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• Business payments: moving personal property, time
searching for a new location, actual loss of tangible
personal property, expenses in reestablishing at a
new site, or a fixed payment in lieu of all other
relocation benefits.

Present and Anticipated Use – I have been farming that
corner down there for sometime but I think it is a good
place for a gas station. What do I get paid for – farm
land or commercial land?

In determining the fair cash market value of the property
taken, the owner is not limited to the value of the property
for the purposes for which it is actually used. The valuation
of property is based upon its most profitable legal use.

Partial Takings and the “Before and After Rule” –
You are only taking a portion of my property so 
how will this work?
When only a portion of the land is taken, the better rule of
valuation seems to be the “before and after” method. This
consists of determining the difference between the market
value of the entire property before the taking and its value
after the taking. This difference equals the value of the part
taken (the value of the land we need for the project) plus
damages to the remainder, if there are any damages to the
remainder.

Cost to Cure Method

There is an exception to the “Before and After Rule.” It
is the Cost to Cure Method. In this method the owner
receives the value of the part taken (just as before) but
instead of damages to the remainder the owner will receive
a payment for the “cost to cure.” An example would be an
irrigation well in the proposed new right-of-way. Instead
of valuing the remaining land as “dry cropland” and us
paying damages on the remainder, we would pay to install
a new irrigation well, thus curing the damages caused by
the taking.

Comparable Sales – How do you determine this value?
Sales of similar property in the vicinity provide a
theoretically accurate method of determining true value,
because if there are enough valid sales of similar property
in the vicinity which have taken place within a reasonable
time before the appraisal, there is a pattern which should
portray a fairly accurate picture of the fair cash market value
of the property.

Severance Damage

Severance damages include, among others, damages
resulting from dividing a property into two or more parts,
or severing a piece of property from the whole, thus
reducing the size and changing the shape of the remainder.
Any diminution in value of the remainder area, by reason
of the severance of the parcel taken for public use, is
considered to be damage that is an inescapable sequel to
the “taking” and, is therefore, compensable.

The general rule is that where a part of a larger tract is
taken and the part taken is a vital and integral part of the
whole, and its taking diminishes the usability of the entire

tract, the owner is entitled to the diminution in value of the
entire tract caused by the taking.

Proximity Damages

When our projects move a right-of-way line close to a house
or close to some other improvement that is not being
acquired, the owner wants to know how we will
compensate them. This is where proximity damages come
into play.

This type of damage is due to the proximity to the highway
to some improvement, usually a dwelling, on the owner’s
property. Because proximity damage is usually
accompanied by a taking of land, and inasmuch as the
proximity affects the value of the property remaining, such
damage, through speculative, is compensable.

Condemnation Proceedings - What happens if I don’t 
want to sell or if I don’t agree with your values and 
your determination of just compensation?
For the owner “condemnation” is an imposing, almost
ominous term. For the department, the term is often
synonymous with delay and seemingly needless extra work.

Actually, a condemnation proceeding is the necessary,
although sometimes cumbersome, solution to a practical
problem faced by every condemning agency. The problem
simply stated is that all acquisitions cannot be concluded
with negotiated settlements.

If our highway projects are ever to be completed, at some
point during negotiations both the department and the
owner must be able to refer their dispute to a disinterested
and objective process for resolution. In Nebraska, the
County Judge appoints a three person “Board of
Appraisers.” At the appointed time and date, each party
may make a presentation to the board as to their opinion
to value and just compensation. 

The Board of Appraisers will also view the property. After
deliberations, the Board of Appraisers will make their
determination of value and just compensation. Title to the
property transfers to the department once the department
has paid this amount to the County Court. Each party has
the right to appeal the Board of Appraisers determination
to District Court.

Results
The end effect of our right-of-way activities should be that
every property owner is paid the fair and just compensation
to which they are entitled and that every settlement is also
fair to all of the taxpayers.

In 2007, the Right-of-Way Division acquired 90 percent of
the tracts needed for highway construction by negotiated
settlement. Only 10 percent of the tracts were acquired
through the process of eminent domain.

I believe this demonstrates that the employees of the
division work with full liaison between the engineering and
legal divisions of the department; their work involves a
fiduciary relationship between the NDOR and the public;
their work is characterized by the idea and concept of
service. ◆
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New Local Projects Section

Values Uniformity, Consistency
A new administrative section, called

Local Projects, was formed July 1. It
pulls together elements of NDOR’s
Government Affairs and Roadway
Design divisions. There are 13
employees in the section, led by Jim
Wilkinson, who reports to Deputy-
Director Monty Fredrickson. Units
comprising the new section are
Liaison Services, Secondary Roads,
Special Programs and Urban. 

The Liaison Services Unit, led by
LeMoyne Schulz, coordinates NDOR’s
administrative support for the Board
of Public Roads Classifications and
Standards as well as the Board of
Examiners for County Highway and
City Street Superintendents. This unit
also administers certification of
incentive funding and verifies local
matching of highway allocation funds
by counties and municipalities.

Support and Oversight

The other three units administer
local “off-system” projects, i.e.
roadway (STP), bridge (BR) and
transportation-related construction
and maintenance projects which are
not on the state highway system.
These units provide support for local
public agencies and oversight of the
federal-aid program for local projects.
This includes providing assistance
while also ensuring that local public
agencies comply with laws, rules,
regulations, policies and procedures.
In turn, this keeps projects eligible for
federal-aid reimbursement, which local
public agencies rely upon.

The Secondary Roads Unit, led by
Secondary Roads Engineer LeRoy
Juengel, serves municipalities with a
population of less than 5,000 and all of

Nebraska’s 93 counties. This multi-
faceted unit is also responsible for
administration of the Recreation
Roads, Public Lands Highway, Soft-
Match Bridge and Emergency Relief
programs. Assistant Secondary Roads
Engineer Mitch Doht, Highway Local
Liaison Technician II’s Rich Nieder -
meyer, Tom Braun and Jim Grupe, and
Highway Local Liaison Technician I
Judy Borer form this unit. 

The Urban Unit, headed by Urban
Engineer Jim Miller, serves First Class
cities and Nebraska’s three urbanized
areas: Omaha, Lincoln and South
Sioux City. This unit tackles some
complex projects which frequently
involve extensive environmental
documents. Off-system Coordinators
Patrick Schafer and Raitis Tigeris
guide cities through the federal-aid
process.

Employees of NDOR’s new Local Projects Section. Front (l to r) - Jim Pearson, LeMoyne Schulz, Verneda Kelly, Judy Borer, Mitchell Doht, Tom Braun,
James Miller. Back row - Patrick Schafer, Jim Wilkinson, Raitis Tigeris, Rich Niedermeyer, James Grupe, LeRoy Juengel. 
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The Special Programs Unit, headed
by Special Programs Coordinator Jim
Pearson, administers the nationally
recognized Transportation Enhance -
ment program, Safe Routes to School
program, and assists in Lied Main
Street and Scenic Byways programs.
Examples of enhancement projects
are trails and restoration of historic
transportation facilities.

The section’s Administrative
Assistant, Verneda Kelly, keeps the
office going. Besides the phones and
the mail, she is the section’s records
and retention coordinator, affirmative
action coordinator and much more. 

Federal-Aid Process

The reorganization took place in
order to improve procedural
uniformity and consistency among
local projects, with respect to the
federal-aid process. Improvement
efforts began before formation of the
Local Projects Section. A compre -
hensive manual is in the works which
will be a key resource for guiding local
public agencies through the federal-
aid process. Patrick Schafer, LeRoy
Juengel and Mitch Doht of the Local

Projects Section contribute to the
team, as well as Frank Rich of the
Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA), Kendall Tonjes of the
Program Management Section and
Jack Rosecrans of Communication
Division. Several other NDOR
divisions provide input as appropriate.

According to section head Jim
Wilkinson, it is an absolute necessity
for projects involving federal funds
to follow the Uniform Relocation
Assistance and Real Property
Acquisition Policies Act of 1970.
“Even if there are no federal dollars
being requested for right-of-way
activities, not following the Uniform
act could jeopardize federal funding
for other phases including construc -
tion. Our Right-of-Way Division has
increased their involvement and
oversight of local projects, and it
is paying off.” Roxanne Sullivan
provides this assistance to local public
agencies as the Local Public Agency
Right-of-Way Coordinator.

Environmental Issues

Wilkinson also observed that the
environmental process needs extra

attention at this time, noting, “It is
important to establish a clear process.
The challenge is to completely address
environmental issues while delivering
quality projects in a reasonable
amount of time.”  

Wilkinson’s previous position was
Corridor Studies Engineer in the
Location Studies Section of Planning
& Project Development Division. In a
way, he has come full circle as one of
his prior assignments, from 1994 to
1998, was in Secondary Roads in what
was then called Local Liaison Division.
“I enjoyed working with county
highway superintendents and county
officials. They are a very dedicated
and skilled group who do a great job
for their constituents.”  

Wilkinson says he is looking forward
to working with all local public
agencies, FHWA, resource agencies
and consulting engineering firms in
order to provide Nebraskans with an
excellent transportation infrastructure.
“As a team, we are responsible for
providing a transportation system that
meets the needs of Nebraskans.” ◆

The 2008 Charitable Giving
Campaign at NDOR was the most
successful ever. With a few pledge
cards still coming in, employees
contributed or pledged a little over
$43,000 to the organizations of United
Way, Community Health Charities
and Community Services Fund. The
total surpassed the 2006 record of
$34,600. The number of employees
supporting the effort also hit an
all-time record of 456 employees—
over 21 percent of all employees.

The 2008 Charitable Giving
Campaign was headed up by Gary
Thayer, Wes Wahlgren and Mary Jo
Oie, with leg-work support from the
Human Resources Division and
coordinators in all of the divisions
and districts. Director John Craig
asked Gary, Mary Jo and Wes to head
up the NDOR campaign to help give
the campaign a statewide emphasis,

insuring every employee, regardless
of where they work, understood how
the money raised affected local
communities all across Nebraska.

Wes, Gary and Mary Jo asked
each division and district to set their
own goals for the campaign. Special
efforts were made to increase the
number of people contributing by
trying to reach each employee in
some way—a group presentation,
a personal visit or showing them
the campaign DVD.

Some spectacular results were
achieved. District 2 increased their
contributors from 35 in 2007 to 82
in 2008, going from $1,730 to $6,103.
Other district results ranged from a
115 percent increase in dollars to a
620 percent increase for District 7,
with District 6 reaching a 486 percent
increase in the number of people
contributing. Divisions were led

by Communication’s increasing
contributions by 329 percent—to
$1,114, and by the Director’s Office
and Human Resources increasing
participa tion by 200 percent each.
Bottom line: All divisions and
districts did a great job of meeting
yet another request to help family,
friends and their communities
through this very special effort. 

Individual campaign gifts ranged
from $1 to $1,080. Nearly two of
three employees opted for the payroll
deduction option to fulfill their
pledge, a feasible way to spread their
contributions over a year. All of this
was on the heels of the 2008 Food
Bank Campaign that set another
record when NDOR employees
contributed $6,600 and 2.5 tons of
food to local food banks. 

All NDOR employees should be
extremely proud of these efforts. 

NDOR Sets Record in Charitable Giving Campaign



By Jim McGee
Operations Division

The Metro Area Motorist Assist
Patrol celebrated its tenth anniversary
at a volunteer recognition dinner held
on May 21 at Anthony’s Steakhouse in
Omaha. The program began in July
1998 in the Omaha metro area, and
has accounted for nearly 100,000
assists during that time. Each “assist”
increases public safety factors for
metro area motorists and law
enforcement officials. 

Nationally, traffic roadway incidents
cause millions of dollars of delay
annually, and secondary accidents
become more likely as incident
duration increases. According to the
Federal Highway Administration,
20 percent of all crashes are secondary
crashes. Eighteen percent of all law
enforcement and EMS deaths are the
result of secondary roadway crashes.
The Metro Area Motorist Assist
Patrol’s efforts to quickly and safely
remove roadway debris, tag
abandoned and disabled vehicles,
and assist stranded motorists can
be attributed to the reduction of
secondary crashes in the metro area. 

The program has included 67
volunteer participants during its
history and there are 31 volunteers
in 2008. As of December 2007,
70,000 volunteer patrol hours have
been logged by the patrol’s volunteer
contingent.

The Motorist Assist Patrol’s bi-state
Metropolitan Omaha-Council Bluffs
service area extends from the Madison
Avenue Interstate-80 Exit (Exit 5,
Madison Avenue) in Council Bluffs on
the east to the Platte River (Exit 426,
Ashland Exit) on the west and
includes Council Bluffs, Omaha, Iowa
DOT District 4, and NDOR District 2.
Roadways served include I-29, I-480,
I-680, I-80, NE-64, US-275, US-6, US-75,
and L-28B. 

Metro Area Motorist Assist Patrol
volunteers are recruited, trained and
supervised by the Nebraska State

Patrol Troop A. Troop A’s
Lieutenant Kevin Bridges is
responsible for managing the Metro
Area Motorist Assist Patrol program.
According to Lieutenant Bridges,
the program’s unpaid volunteers
are “part of the Troop A family.
They play a major role in Troop A’s
traffic management efforts and are
counted on by other metro area law
enforcement agencies.”

Funding is provided by project
sponsors, grants, and public and
private donations. Project sponsors
are AAA Nebraska, Nebraska State
Patrol (NSP), Nebraska Department
of Roads, Iowa Department of
Transportation, City of Omaha,
Sarpy County, Sapp Brothers, Werner
Enterprises, the Nebraska Department
of Motor Vehicles Office of Highway
Safety and the Metropolitan Area
Planning Agency.

The Metro Area Motorist Assist
Patrol provides driver assistance, jump
starts, fuel, tire changes and driver
welfare checks. They also assist with
incident management traffic control,
tag abandoned vehicles and pick up
roadway debris. Fifty-two percent of
all assists are on the I-80 corridor. 

Abandoned and disabled vehicles
are one of the main reasons for
secondary crashes on public road -
ways. Volunteers have “red-tagged”
18,000 vehicles on the Nebraska side
and 1,500 vehicles on the Iowa side of
the Missouri River since 1998. 

The
Metro Area
Motorist Assist
Patrol operates Monday through
Friday from 6:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m.
and from 3:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.
Occasional weekend service is
offered for special events. Mondays
are the most active day with nearly
34 percent of assists. Nebraskans
and Iowans account for 84 percent
of motorists receiving aid. 

Metro Area Motorist Assist Patrol
volunteers have been recognized
many times over the years for their
volunteerism and public service,
most recently receiving the 2008
United Way Outstanding Group
Volunteer Award. 

Two other Motorist Assist Patrols,
both modeled after MAMAP, serve
Nebraska’s motorists between the
Platte River (Reference Post 426) and
Kearney; each is separately managed,
administered and funded by the
respective NSP Troop Areas in which
they provide service. The Nebraska
Motorist Assist Patrol (NEMAP) is
the responsibility of the NSP Head -
quarters Troop; and serves from the
Platte River (Reference Post 426) to
the York-Grand Island area along I-80.
The Central Nebraska Motorist assist
Patrol (CEMAP) is managed by the
Grand Island NSP Troop and serves
westward to Kearney along I-80. ◆
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Metro Area Motorist Assist Patrol 

Celebrates 10th Anniversary
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About five years ago, Jake’s doctor told
him he had elevated blood sugar levels and
he needed to lose some weight. He went to
a nutritionist and a diabetic counselor who
recommended diet and exercise programs. 

“Death is a heck of a motivator, so I
started on the programs. I was a little
apprehensive at first, because I’d tried other
weight loss programs and they didn’t work.
This puts the burden on you because you
have to calculate the nutritional values for
your meals. I also started walking three to
five days a week, fifteen to twenty minutes
a day. Then I increased that to seven days
a week, thirty minutes a day, which is
about two miles a day.”

Although the weight loss was slow at
first, Jake continued with his diet and
exercise program. After two and a half
years, he lost 80 pounds and reduced
his pant size by eight inches. He has
maintained the weight loss by continuing

to plan his meals weekly and doing his
daily exercise. Other benefits are increased
energy and endurance. Plus, he no longer
needs the three medications he took for
his high blood sugar. Jake also appreciates
hearing compliments from acquaintances
and from his doctor during regular
checkups.

His advice… “Don’t wait until it’s too
late and then you have to do this because
of some other health issue that’s impacting
your life. Do it when you have some
flexibility. See a nutritionist, get on some
kind of a program. You’ve got to be
dedicated. It’s a full-time commitment,
but it’s important. 
It’s your life.”  
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August 7, 2008

Art Thompson,

Yesterday, I received a copy of the Department
of Roads’ new document titled, “Plan for the
Roadside Environment,” and I wanted to thank
you for remembering us with a copy of this well
done and informative publication. We are most
pleased to add it to our reference library. You,
and other members of the NDOR Landscape Plan
Committee are to be commended for your time
and efforts in compiling and publishing this
useful information.

Much to often, many of us drive and enjoy our
Nebraska highways without giving much thought
to the effort, time and planning that have gone
into making them beautiful and safe. Those of
you working behind the scenes to achieve those
objectives need to be congratulated and thanked
for a job well done. Please accept my personal
thanks and appreciation for your good work.

Martin A. Massengale
UNL - Center for Grassland Studies

Editor’s Note: Art Thompson is a Hwy. Landscape
Architect in Planning & Project Development.

August 4, 2008

Rod Weber,

I recently retired and wanted to thank you and all

the guys who always did such a great job keeping

the roads cleared all those years of nasty winters.

It was a long drive from McLean to Norfolk and

I left very early but could always count on the

trucks being out there! ....

Kathy Johannsen

Editor’s Note: Rod Weber is the Hwy. Maintenance

Superintendent at District 3 in Norfolk.

We Get Mail...
July 14, 2008

Emerson Steele,

On behalf of the Cornhusker State Industries
staff, our customers and employees, I want to
thank you for the timely assistance on June 26.

When our delivery truck broke down in
O’Neill, and was unable to continue deliveries,
the driver contacted the Nebraska Department
of Roads office in O’Neill. Frank Bruyette, the
driver, was assisted by two Roads employees,
Marv and Dave, to get CSI’s truck back on the
road. I understand that it took considerable
time and effort on their part to get this
accomplished.

The Inter-Agency cooperation we received
during this time has helped Cornhusker State
Industries tremendously. We were able to
continue on our scheduled deliveries at that
time except for the delay the breakdown had
caused. Your efforts have made this possible.
Please extend our gratitude and thanks to
Marv and Dave.

Diane Poppert
CSI Warehouse Manager

Editor’s Note: Emerson Steele is Hwy. Mainte -
nance Superintendent at District 8 in O’Neill. The
helpful employees, Marv Vavra and Dave Menish,
are Auto Diesel Mechanics in O’Neill.

The Department of Roads receives numerous
compli mentary letters. The letters printed here
are representative of those often sent praising
the many fine and deserving employees of the
Department of Roads.

August 26, 2008
As I have traveled around the state thissummer, I have noticed more native prairiespecies along the highways and roads.I encourage you to continue this trend!I also encourage you to minimize the
mowing of roadsides to only what is neededfor safety. Seeing the native prairie as youtravel the state is a great way to celebrateour native species, see a glimpse o history,encourage wildlife, and save money ondiesel fuel for the mowers. Keep up thegood work!

Crystal Powers
Lincoln, Nebraska
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September 8, 2008

John Craig,

Your staff and your Nebraska City office came to

our rescue on September 5th when we needed a

space to meet with our federal counterparts. The

need for the meeting arose suddenly

(September 4th) and your agency’s response could

not have been faster or more accommodating.

Special thanks to Robert Rice at Nebraska City

for the attention he provied to us. The federal

people from Kansas City were very appreciative

of not having to drive to Lincoln.

John Munn
NE Dept. of Banking & Finance

Editor’s Note: Robert Rice is a Hwy. Maintenance

Supervisor at District 1 in Nebraska City.

September 9, 2008
I want to thank the highway and roadsdepartment for the extra highway grooming.The mowing and weed-eating not only helpsto make a most attractive drive; it alsogreatly increases the ability to see deer atthe highway’s edge at night. Also, the snowand ice was taken care of most efficientlylast winter.

Thanks again to all of you that are
responsible for this work.
Norma Norman
Chadron

Editor’s Note:  This letter was printed in theSeptember 10 issue of the Chadron Record.The employees are: Betty Rhembrandt, BillRiggs, Zac Heller, Chad Stetson, Jason
Sommerville, Jerry Janssen from the Chadronarea; and Steve Green, Linda VerHage, DuianeSeegrist, Frank Piper, Kurt McWilliams from theCrawford area.

Employee Efforts Celebrated…
On Tuesday, September 16, NDOR employees
gathered in the “backyard” of the central
headquarters building in Lincoln for the ninth
annual employee appreciation picnic. The mild,
sunny day contributed to a successful event. In
addition to the outdoor festivities, a variety of
activities, including musical entertainment by
NDOR employees, as well as health, wellness
and safety exhibits were offered in the central
headquarters building.

Photos by Jay Bailey

- NDOR Director John
Craig took a moment to check
out employees’ classic car,
bicycle and motorcycle display. 

Right - NDOR employees enjoyed
picnic fare and picnic weather.



10 Roadrunner � October/November 2008

Location
Work Description
Prime Contractor
Project Manager
Contract Bid Amount

District 1
Tecumseh North
Bit
Pavers Companies
Lane, Chris   (402)483-5466
$323,168.84
Ulysses Northeast
Br
Christensen Bros., Inc.
Cowles, Scott   (402)443-4661
$417,560.65
Table Rock North
Br
L.J. Webb Contractor, Inc.
Lautenschlager, Chris (402)421-1717
$801,675.34
Cedar Bluffs West
Bit
Western Engineering Co., Inc.
Mika, Steve   (402)443-8124
$1,591,001.46
Johnson Southeast
Br
L.J. Webb Contractor, Inc.
Walton, Jade   (402)421-1717
$652,702.76
Dorchester - Milford
Gr, Seed, Gdrl, Bit
Constructors, Inc.
Endorf, Dennis   (402)729-3489
$2,367,706.85
Beatrice - Princeton
Spec
Safety Grooving & Grinding, L.P.
Vandegrift, Allen   (402)729-3489
$1,601,778.05
Weeping Water North & South
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, 

Br, Gdrl, Elec
Constructors, Inc.
Hitzeman, Don   (402)335-4131
$10,894,723.90
Weeping Water Spur
Bit
U.S. Asphalt Co.
Hitzeman, Don   (402)335-4131
$423,415.26
N-63 Interchange
Gr, MSE, ConPav, Culv, Seed, 

Br, Gdrl, Fence, Elec, Sign
Hawkins Construction Co.
Sidiqi, Abdul   (402)471-0850
$9,165,909.38

Mainline EB Br. Waverly Intchg.
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, 

Br, Gdrl, Elec, Sign
Hawkins Construction Co.
Niazi, Babrak   (402)471-0850
$6,135,087.75

Platte River Bridges
Gr, MSE Wall, ConPav, Culv, 

Seed, Br, Gdrl, Fence, Sign, Elec
Hawkins Construction Co.
Knutson, Dewaine   (402)471-0850
$45,189,781.90

Lewiston East & West
Bit
Constructors, Inc.
Cary, Bill   (402)335-4131
$1,272,126.48

Jct. N-41/N-43 East of Adams
Elec
Ensley Electrical Services, Inc.
Cary, Bill   (402)335-4131
$9,808.00

Nebraska City West
Spec
Knish Corporation
Habegger, Michael   (402)335-4131
$1,186,139.00

I-180 - 56th St., Lincoln
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, Br, 

Gdrl, Fence, Elec, Sign
Dobson Bros. Const. Co. 

& United Contractors Inc. (JV)
Sanburn, Bob   (402)471-0850
$48,766,667.84

US-77 So. Intchg. to I-180, Lincoln
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, Br, 

Gdrl, Fence, Elec, Sign
Dobson Bros. Construction Co.
& Affiliates

England, Jim   (402)471-0850
$28,886,121.30

Ceresco South
Spec
American Civil Constructors, Inc. 

& Subsidiary
England, Jim   (402)471-0850
$727,275.96

Districtwide, D-1 
Spec
Interstate Improvement, Inc.
England, Jim   (402)471-0850
$149,084.50

Lincoln South
Bit
Pavers Companies
Preble, Rodger   (402)471-0850
$2,476,287.78

Lincoln East
Spec
Martin Resource Mgmt. Corp.
Preble, Rodger   (402)471-0850
$344,271.26

Ashland Viaduct
Gr, Br, Gdrl, Elec
MCC, Llc
Preble, Rodger   (402)471-0850
$1,034,950.90

202nd St. Bridge
Gr, MSE, Culv, Br, Gdrl, Fence
Hawkins Construction Co.
Preble, Rodger   (402)471-0850
$2,329,976.25

148th St. Bridge, Lincoln
Gr, MSE, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Commercial Construction, Inc.
Traudt, Bob   (402)471-0850
$2,875,439.22

162nd St. Bridge, Lincoln
Gr, MSE, Culv, Br, Gdrl
Commercial Construction, Inc.
Traudt, Bob   (402)471-0850
$2,231,520.32

Greenwood Maintenance Facility
Maintenance Facility
Cheever Const. Co.
Murillo, Ernest   (402)471-0850
$1,455,900.00

Lincoln West
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, 

Br, Gdrl, Elec
Dobson Bros. Construction Co.
& Affiliates

Hobelman, Ryan   (402)471-0850
$12,430,182.09

Morse Bluff South Bridge
Gr, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Bit
A.M. Cohron & Son, Inc.
Hobelman, Ryan   (402)471-0850
$892,971.81

Jct. US-34/N-43 near Eagle
Elec
Watts Electric Company
Masud, Yusaf, M.   (402)471-0850
$15,358.40

Raymond South
Gr, Culv, Seed, Br Gdrl, Elec, Bit
Dobson Bros. Construction Co.
& Affiliates

Kuehn, Joseph   (402)471-0850
$4,816,393.42

Jct. US-34/Garland Spur (S-80D)
Elec
Ensley Electrical Services, Inc.
Volz, Jason   (308)345-8490
$7,206.15

I-80 - Cornhusker Hwy., Lincoln
Spec
Interstate Improvement, Inc.
Volz, Jason   (308)345-8490
$1,211,367.10

District 2
Bennington Southwest
Gr, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Christensen Bros., Inc.
Ruff, Ryan   (402)444-6372
$578,833.62

Fremont East Bypass
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, Br, 

Gdrl, Fence, Elec, Sign
Werner Construction, Inc.
Veverka, Frank   (402)727-3292
$26,555,563.32

In Fremont
Bit
Western Engineering Co., Inc.
Veverka, Frank   (402)727-3292
$392,553.25

Harney St. - 24th St. (EB), Omaha
Gr, MSE, ConPav, Culv, 

Br, Gdrl, Fence, Elec, Sign
Hawkins Construction Co.
Baehr, Dennis   (402)595-2534
$14,628,136.26

Gretna - Q St.
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, 
Br, Gdrl, Elec

Chas. Vrana & Son Const. Co.
Farivari, Mo   (402)595-2534
$12,569,244.55
N-50/Giles Road
Elec
Watts Electric Company
Farivari, Mo   (402)595-2534
$31,319.70
Jct. US-6/US-275
Elec
Commonwealth Electric Co. 
of the Midwest

Farivari, Mo   (402)595-2534
$112,500.20
Jct N-50/N-66 So. of Louisville
Elec
Watts Electric Company
Farivari, Mo   (402)595-2534
$10,360.10
72nd St. - Iowa, Omaha
Spec
Highway Improvement, Inc.
Farivari, Mo   (402)595-2534
$155,130.00
In Elkhorn
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Elec
Chas. Vrana & Son Const. Co.
Trujillo, Ray   (402)727-3292
$5,327,891.36
In Blair
ConPav
Chas. Vrana & Son Const. Co.
Trujillo, Ray   (402)727-3292
$791,866.25
Statewide Centerline Rumble Strips
Spec
Penhall Co. & Subsidiaries
Trujillo, Ray   (402)727-3292
$203,573.87
In Omaha
Spec
Chester Bross Construction Co./
C.B. Equipment, Inc.

Khalaf, Zahi   (402)595-2534
$2,731,406.97
I-80 - Dewey St., Omaha
Bit
U.S. Asphalt Co.
Khalaf, Zahi   (402)595-2534
$4,621,002.26
Fort St. South, Omaha
Bit
U.S. Asphalt Co.
Khalaf, Zahi   (402)595-2534
$2,716,030.66
Pacific St. Bridge, Omaha
Gr, MSE Wall, ConPav, Seed, 
Culv, Br, Gdrl, Elec

Hawkins Construction Co.
Weander, Marty   (402)595-2534
$5,337,074.06
84th St. Off Ramp (WB), Omaha
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Elec
Tab Holding Co., Inc., 
dba Tab Construction

Weander, Marty   (402)595-2534
$480,531.31
Expand I-80 EB & Kennedy SB
One-lane & Bridges

Gr, ConPav, Culv, Br, 
Gdrl, Elec, Sign

Hawkins Construction Co.
Fisher, Rick   (402)595-2534
$14,986,342.61

NDOR Highway Improvement Projects Currently Under Contract
Information from Trans•port SiteManager as of September 16, 2008

Key:
Aggregate - Agg
Bituminous - Bit
Bridge - Br
Building - Bldg
Concrete Pavement - ConPav
Culverts - Culv
Electrical - Elec
Grading - Gr
Guardrail - Gdrl
Landscaping - LS
Mechanically Stabilized Earth- MSE
Seeding - Seed
Speciality - Spec



Riverview Bridge, Omaha
Gr, ConPav, Br
Hawkins Construction Co.
Fisher, Rick   (402)595-2534
$1,588,542.33
US-34/Young Rd.
ConPav
Omni Engr., Inc. & Subsidiaries
Fox, Mike   (402)595-2534
$178,977.75
Plattsmouth Bridge Rehab.
ConPav, Culv, Br, Gdrl, Elec
Hawkins Construction Co.
Fox, Mike   (402)595-2534
$1,973,989.80
Plattsmouth North Viaducts
Bridges
Hawkins Construction Co.
Fox, Mike   (402)595-2534
$3,083,812.28
Hooper East & West
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, 
Br, Gdrl, Elec, Sign

Werner Construction, Inc.
Jacobs, Micky   (402)727-3292
$22,401,622.91
Arlington East
Spec
Knish Corporation
Jacobs, Micky   (402)727-3292
$509,869.62
North Bend North
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Elec
M.E. Collins Contracting Co., Inc.
Jacobs, Micky   (402)727-3292
$2,434,060.84
CNW/N-36 Viaduct, Omaha
Br, Gdrl
MCC, Llc
Kuehner, Chris   (402)595-2534
$467,707.07
N-36 North
Bit
Western Engineering Co., Inc.
Kuehner, Chris   (402)595-2534
$1,086,110.06
Melia Hill Maintenance Facility
Maintenance Facility
Upland Construction Co
Kuehner, Chris   (402)595-2534
$2,450,000.00
West Dodge Rd. (WB) Expressway

Bridge 108th - 120th
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Br, Spec, Elec, Sign
Hawkins Construction Co.
Zelensky, Rich   (402)595-2534
$62,989,885.92
So. Omaha Bridge, Main Br. Truss
Br
Jensen Construction Company
Zelensky, Rich   (402)595-2534
$37,574,397.00
So. Omaha Br., Iowa Br. Approach
Br, Elec
Commercial Construction, Inc.
Zelensky, Rich   (402)595-2534
$13,204,975.78
So. Omaha Br., Iowa Grading
Gr, Culv, Seed, Fence, Elec, Bit
K & L Landscape & Const, Inc.
Tsvid, Aleksandra   (402)595-2534
$3,499,546.34
So. Omaha Br., 13th & Mo. Ave.
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, LS, Elec
Hawkins Construction Company
Hinchey, Maurice   (402)595-2534
$5,262,446.49
So. Omaha Bridge, Br. Approach
Gr, Br, Gdrl, Elec
Hawkins Construction Co.
Hinchey, Maurice   (402)595-2534
$12,773,897.12

District 3
Wayne Southwest
Gr, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl
Christensen Bros., Inc.
Lane, Chris   (402)483-5466
$555,394.56

Wayne Southwest
Gr, Culv, Br, Gdrl
L.J. Webb Contractor, Inc.
Lane, Chris   (402)483-5466
$409,588.44

Willow Creek Recreation Rd.
Gr, Culv, Seed, Bit
Western Engineering Co., Inc.
Vanroekel, Kirk   (402)483-5466
$6,606,703.68

Waterbury Southwest
Gr, Br, Gdrl
Dixon Construction Co.
Mead, Terry   (402)371-6416
$476,373.40

Belden South
Seed, Elec, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Francis, Jeff   (402)375-7071
$1,270,833.28

US-20 to Coleridge
Bit
U.S. Asphalt Co.
Francis, Jeff   (402)375-7071
$916,929.65

Emerson - North of Wakefield
Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Francis, Jeff   (402)375-7071
$2,045,838.44

Districtwide, D-3  
Br
Herbst Construction, Inc.
Francis, Jeff   (402)375-7071
$119,265.00

Jct. N-16/N-51 near Bancroft
Elec
Watts Electric Company
Francis, Jeff   (402)375-7071
$15,246.40

Districtwide, D-3 
Spec
Dustrol, Inc.
Francis, Jeff   (402)375-7071
$91,478.60

Traffic Signals, Norfolk
Elec
Dominion Construction Co.
Mainquist, Bill   (402)370-3470
$143,331.59

Newcastle - US-20
Bit
U.S. Asphalt Co.
Becker, Roger   (402)254-6552
$2,898,722.98

Monowi - Verdel
Gr, Culv, Seed, Gdrl, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Becker, Roger   (402)254-6552
$2,257,733.09

Jct N-84/N-121 East of Bloomfield
Elec
Dominion Construction Co.
Becker, Roger   (402)254-6552
$13,855.23

Hartington Maintenance Facility
Maintenance Facility
Radec Construction Co. Inc.
Becker, Roger   (402)254-6552
$411,026.00

Humphrey Spur South
Spec
Missouri Pvmt. Maintenance, Inc.
Anderson, David   (402)564-5751
$120,164.60

Humphrey North & South
Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
Anderson, David   (402)564-5751
$1,898,877.52

Columbus Viaduct
Gr, MSE, ConPav, Culv, Br, Elec
Cramer & Associates, Inc.
Anderson, David   (402)564-5751
$12,941,875.76

Albion Equipment Storage Facility
Equip. Storage Facility
J.H. Hespe Co., Inc.
Trosper, Steven   (402)564-5751
$286,643.00

Columbus - Norfolk
Spec
American Civil Constructors, Inc. 
& Subsidiary

Trosper, Steven   (402)564-5751
$1,449,366.90

Jct. N-32/N-121
Elec
Watts Electric Company
Trosper, Steven   (402)564-5751
$15,483.50

Jct. N-45/L-59B N. of Newman Grove
Elec
Dominion Construction Co.
Trosper, Steven   (402)564-5751
$11,535.32

Yankton Bridge
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, 
Br, Fence, Gdrl, Elec, Sign

Jensen Construction Co.
Wiebelhaus, Bob   (402)254-6552
$23,903,498.78

Norfolk West
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, 
Br, Gdrl, Elec

Werner Construction, Inc.
Schulz, Ron   (402)370-3474
$20,299,017.48

Neligh - N-121
Gr, Seed, Gdrl, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Lollman, Doug   (402)370-3474
$6,624,518.65

Elgin - US-20
Gr, Seed, Gdrl, Bit
Knife River Midwest, Llc
Lollman, Doug   (402)370-3474
$6,365,861.91

US-275/Industrial Rd., Norfolk
ConPav
M.E. Collins Contracting Co., Inc.
Lollman, Doug   (402)370-3474
$43,901.03

N-32 North
Spec
Ten Point Construction Co., Inc.
Lollman, Doug   (402)370-3474
$748,899.22

Randolph West
Spec
Knish Corporation
Whitten, Bill   (402)370-3474
$361,166.65

Jct. U.S.-81/N-98 East of Pierce
Elec
Dominion Construction Co.
Whitten, Bill   (402)370-3474
$26,477.19

District 4
Oak Northwest
Gr, Br, Gdrl
L.J. Webb Contractor, Inc.
Walton, Jade   (402)421-1717
$977,145.82
Kearney West
Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Kohmetscher, Lyle   (402)462-1996
$5,086,203.99
Districtwide, D-4, D-6 & D-7
Spec
Garcia-Chicoine Enterprises, Inc.
Kohmetscher, Lyle   (402)462-1996
$221,334.88
Deshler East & West
Bit
Constructors, Inc.
Kohmetscher, Lyle   (402)462-1996
$1,889,979.89
In Sutton
Elec
Mid-Plains Power, Inc.
Kohmetscher, Lyle   (402)462-1996
$94,533.42
L-50A - 11th St., Kearney
Gr, Culv, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Farber, Tom   (308)865-5434
$2,223,460.62
Odessa Intchg. Bridge
Br
The Diamond Engineering Co.
Farber, Tom   (308)865-5434
$110,347.62
Platte River - Phillips
Gr, Seed, Gdrl, Bit
Vontz Paving, Inc.
Farber, Tom   (308)865-5434
$5,397,938.95
Cairo - Boelus
Gr, Culv, Seed, Gdrl, Elec, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Kwiatkowski, Rick   (308)754-5411
$4,186,132.20
BNSF Viaduct, York
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Br, Elec
Constructors, Inc.
Grooms, Jerry   (402)362-5934
$1,261,361.00
In York
Gr, Seed, Gdrl, Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
Grooms, Jerry   (402)362-5934
$2,837,477.68
Jct. US-136/L-85F S. of Hebron
Elec
Dominion Construction Co.
Grooms, Jerry   (402)362-5934
$9,145.73
NE/KS Line North
Spec
Interstate Improvement, Inc.
Grooms, Jerry   (402)362-5934
$1,699,261.98
Milligan Northwest
Gr, Culv, Gdrl
L.J. Webb Contractor, Inc.
Grooms, Jerry   (402)362-5934
$278,453.18
Jct. US-81/N-92 N. of Stromsburg
Elec
Mid-Plains Power Inc.
Anderson, Tom   (402)362-5934
$31,229.30
East Jct. N-92 North
Bit
Knife River Midwest, Llc
Anderson, Tom   (402)362-5934
$3,442,781.50
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Gresham - Shelby
Gr, Br, Gdrl, Bit
U.S. Asphalt Co.
Anderson, Tom   (402)362-5934
$3,803,098.45

Clarks - Silver Creek
Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Nordhues, Bob   (308)385-6265
$2,531,717.90

Grafton East
Spec
Martin Resource Mgmt. Corp.
Nordhues, Bob   (308)385-6265
$353,963.64

York - Waco
Spec
Martin Resource Mgmt. Corp.
Nordhues, Bob   (308)385-6265
$104,617.00

Shelton - Wood River
Bit
Dustrol, Inc.
Nordhues, Bob   (308)385-6265
$527,163.39

Henderson - Waco
Spec
Interstate Improvement, Inc.
Nordhues, Bob   (308)385-6265
$807,561.00

Grand Island DOC Addition
DOC Addition
Lacy Construction Co.
Sander, Gary   (308)385-6265
$705,000.00

Aurora - Central City
Gr, Culv, Seed, Gdrl, Elec, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Weber, Kirk   (308)385-6888
$8,584,360.49

Ord - Burwell
Gr, Culv, Seed, Elec, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Woodgate, Gerald   (308)385-6888
$8,121,354.49

Grant St. - Greenwich St., 
Grand Island

Gr, ConPav, Culv, Elec
Paulsen, Inc.
Griepenstroh, Scott   (308)385-6888
$4,495,070.38

Gibbon Link
Spec
Sta-Bilt Construction Co.
Schmidt, Larry   (308)385-6888
$145,500.55

Districtwide, D-4
Spec
Garcia-Chicoine Enterprises, Inc.
Schmidt, Larry   (308)385-6888
$184,274.00

Kearney/Adams Co. Line East
Gr, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Elec, Bit
Vontz Paving, Inc.
Meyer, Steve   (402)462-1996
$4,004,587.38

In Hastings
Elec
Mid-Plains Power, Inc.
Meyer, Steve   (402)462-1996
$183,611.60

District 5
Oshkosh West
Gr, Seed, Gdrl, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Frickey, Russ   (308)262-1929
$4,309,283.57

NE/SD Line South (Resurf.)
Gr, Seed, Gdrl, Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
Carnahan, Brian   (308)432-6144
$2,184,855.04
US-20/Whitney Spur (S23A)
Elec
Dominion Construction Co.
Carnahan, Brian   (308)432-6144
$13,364.92
Gering Maintenance Facility
Maint. Facility
Heggem Construction, Inc.
Rhamy, Wayne   (308)436-6587
$4,294,341.46
Potter Interchange
Elec
Kayton Electric, Inc.
Rhamy, Wayne   (308)436-6587
$203,107.65
Wyoming Line - Morrill
Spec
Paul Reed Const. & Supply, Inc.
Rhamy, Wayne   (308)436-6587
$827,392.96
Districtwide, D-5 
Spec
Paul Reed Const. & Supply, Inc.
Rhamy, Wayne   (308)436-6587
$225,344.46
Sidney EB & WB Rest Area Rehab.
Rest Area Rehab
Simon Contractors & Subsidiaries
Rhamy, Wayne   (308)436-6587
$683,800.00
Sidney North
Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Johnson, James   (308)436-6587
$3,389,182.00
I-80 to North of Kimball
Gr, MSE, Culv, Seed, Br
Commercial Construction, Inc.
Johnson, James   (308)436-6587
$12,243,690.00
Districtwide, D-5 
Spec
Interstate Improvement, Inc.
Jacobs, Maryanne   (308)436-6587
$236,015.50
Automated Gate Closure Proj.-Rural
Elec
Mid-Plains Power, Inc.
Thomsen, Toby   (308)535-8033
$184,787.45

District 6
Halsey Northeast
Br
Wilke Contracting Corp.
Harter, Lance   (308)234-6456
$428,071.55
Brady Southeast
Gr, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Bit
A.M. Cohron & Son, Inc.
Lautenschlager, Chris (402)421-1717
$634,464.24
Ogallala - Kingsley Dam
Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Morrell, Richard   (308)535-8033
$680,380.90
Hershey Interchange
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Br, Gdrl, Elec
Paulsen, Inc.
Morrell, Richard   (308)535-8033
$3,579,660.12
Dismal River
Gr, Culv
Perrett Construction, Ltd.
Morrell, Richard   (308)535-8033
$445,164.94

Sutherland - Hershey
Spec
Safety Grooving & Grinding, L.P.
Thomsen, Toby   (308)535-8033
$1,175,448.65

Darr - Overton
Spec
Safety Grooving & Grinding, L.P.
Thomsen, Toby   (308)535-8033
$1,800,668.93

Ogallala EB & WB Rest Area Rehab.
Rest Area Rehab
Paulsen, Inc.
Thomsen, Toby   (308)535-8033
$447,420.00

N. Jct. N-23 North
Gr, Culv, Bit
Western Engineering Co., Inc.
Sawyer, Harlan   (308)535-8033
$3,568,196.64

Cozad Interchange
Gr, MSE, ConPav, Br, Gdrl, Elec
Paulsen, Inc.
Brinker, Gary   (308)535-8033
$4,595,440.50

Monroe St. to I-80, Cozad
Gr, ConPav, Culv
Paulsen, Inc.
Brinker, Gary   (308)535-8033
$486,731.45

Cozad South
Gr, Seed, Gdrl, Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
Brinker, Gary   (308)535-8033
$386,734.99

Darr Interchange
Elec
Watts Electric Company
Brinker, Gary   (308)535-8033
$216,824.00

Districtwide, D-6 
Spec
Garcia-Chicoine Enterprises, Inc.
Lewandowski, Daniel  (308)535-8031
$389,031.50

Broken Bow South
Gr, Culv, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
White, Dennis   (308)872-6735
$12,720,608.55

District 7
Stratton South
Gr, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Dicenta, Gary   (308)345-3710
$1,142,422.58

McCook Southwest
Br
Simon Contractors & Subsidiaries
Dicenta, Gary   (308)345-3710
$445,619.24

Hendley Southeast
Culv
Wilke Contracting Corp.
Krajewski, Anthony    (308)995-6677
$128,169.16

Beaver City Northeast
Gr, Br, Gdrl
Wilke Contracting Corp.
Krajewski, Anthony   (308)995-6677
$269,782.48

Stockville Southwest
Br
The Diamond Engineering Co.
Krajewski, Anthony  (308)995-6677
$468,755.44

Republican City Southeast
Br
L.J. Webb Contractor, Inc.
Krajewski, Anthony    (308)995-6677
$237,033.01

In McCook
Spec
Paul Reed Const. & Supply, Inc.
Collins, Duane   (308)345-8490
$149,216.01

In Minden
Spec
Paul Reed Const. & Supply, Inc.
Sell, Tim   (308)995-5397
$81,414.38

In Orleans & West
Gr, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Dietz, Mark   (308)995-5397
$6,475,503.61

Holdrege Maintenance Facility- 
Bldg. # 71406, 71407, 71408

Maintenance Facilities
Paulsen, Inc.
Dietz, Mark   (308)995-5397
$2,705,000.00

Benkelman North
Gr, Culv, Seed, Bit
Midlands Contracting, Inc.
Doyle, Kelly   (308)345-8490
$253,820.17

District 8
Naper South
Gr, Culv, Seed
Pruss Excavation Co.
Vanroekel, Kirk   (402)483-5466
$325,010.99

Burwell East
Bit
Brown & Brown, Inc.
Walton, Jade   (402)421-1717
$366,064.95

North Loup Br., Burwell
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Br, Gdrl, Elec
A & R Construction Co.
Colfack, Gene   (402)336-2051
$3,047,658.52

Burwell East
Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
Colfack, Gene   (402)336-2051
$1,789,007.01

O’Neill Maintenance Facility
Maintenance Facility
DWB, Inc.
Colfack, Gene   (402)336-2051
$1,030,718.00

Niobrara River Bridge
Br
Herbst Construction, Inc.
Colfack, Gene   (402)336-2051
$64,800.00

Springview North & South
Gr, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Elec, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Rau, Larry   (402)387-2471
$4,218,606.29

Merriman South Bridge
Gr, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Perrett Construction, Ltd.
Gustafson, Jay   (402)376-1352
$4,898,412.25

Districtwide, D-3 & D-8
Spec
Garcia-Chicoine Enterprises, Inc.
Adkisson, Jason   (402)387-2471
$275,711.14



Roadrunner ◆ October/November 2008 13

“Inside the Minds: The Changing Landscape of
Transportation Infrastructure” (Government Officials
on Improving Quality Standards, Upgrading Safety
Mechanisms, and Integrating Changes Across a
National System) edited by Leah Jones, 2008,
152 pages.

A collection of papers from various government
officials and covering a wide range of subjects to
include politics, partnerships, the need for change,
funding, customs, etc. This broad-brush approach
from different perspectives gives some insight into
what our public transportation leadership is thinking.

Recommended
Reading 
Another good book as 

recommended by Director John Craig

All known living things have been given a
scientific name. This name consists of a genus name
and a species name.  These are Latin or Latinized
words. The Peregrine Falcon, for example, is Falco
peregrinus. Of course, many scientific names are
quite different from the common name. The
American Robin is Turdus migratorius. These
scientific names are necessary because throughout
the world or country common names are used for
different species. In Great Britain the blackbird
(Turdus merula) is actually closely related to our
robin within the thrush family. Our (U.S.) blackbirds
are completely different birds. The European Robin
(Enthacus rubecula) is in the flycatcher family and
the Australian Robin (Petroica boodang) is closely
related to crows. So you see why the name “robin”
means much different species worldwide.

This all seems straightforward enough, until the
“lumpers and splitters” get started. The splitters
added a subspecies name to the genus and species
name of many organisms. In the case of the
Peregrine, some biologist named several subspecific
Peregrines. Now you have Falco peregrinus tundrius
or the Tundra Peregrine Falcon. This was based on
physical characteristics and breeding range. The
problem is there are overlaps in both areas between
these birds and other so-called Peregrine subspecies.
Lumpers say a Peregrine is a Peregrine and splitters
say there are many subspecies of Peregrines. 

In recent years many prominent biologists have
gone away from using subspecies designation and
started using words like “form” or “race” to describe
regional physical differences in many species, since
there is nothing in their reproductive behavior that
prevents them from mating and producing viable
offspring.

Are you confused yet? Well, me too, and in the
case of the Peregrine Falcon, I’ve been around them
for 40 years. As an added note falcon is pronounced
FALL-cun. 

Species

By Steve Duecker
Highway Environmental Biologist
Planning & Project Development

Don’t Push It!
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In the face of
an emergency it
is difficult, if not
impossible, to
recall important
medical infor -
mation. This

information becomes vital to the first
persons who might treat you. These
persons may include first-aid team
members, EMTs, paramedics and
emergency room workers.

Medical information that can be
crucial in emergency situations
includes name, date of birth, allergies,
medications, medical conditions,
doctor’s name and emergency contact
persons. There are several ways
personal information can be kept
with you, including the old standby
methods, and now technology is
allowing new ways to keep informa -
tion with you. Regardless of which
one you use, be sure to update
medical information regularly.
Outdated information can be more
dangerous than none at all.  

Personal medical alert jewelry is a
method that has been used for years
and is familiar to most people. The
amount of information is limited, but
name, important medical conditions
and allergies can be included. This
type of jewelry has been especially
important for persons with conditions
such as diabetes, heart conditions,
epilepsy, Alzheimer’s, allergies or
those on special medications.

Wallet cards are another way to
carry most of your basic information.
The best place to keep the wallet card
is directly behind your driver’s
license, since this is a common place
for emergency workers to look for
information. A website to make and
print out a wallet card with your
personal information is at
www.medids.com/free-id.php. 

Stored and Downloaded

Portable USB devices are a new
way to store infor mation. A few
companies are making these devices
which can be attached to your key
ring. Your information can be
downloaded and put into Emergency
Room computers. Some ambulances
have this technology, also. A large
amount of information can be stored
on these devices.

Putting your cell phone “on ICE”
is becoming a known way to access
information in an emergency. “ICE”
stands for “In Case of Emergency.”
For this to work, people are
encouraged to enter emergency
contacts in their cell phone and
address books under the name “ICE.”
Several contacts can be entered by
listing ICE1, ICE2, etc. Putting “ICE”
next to a number in your cell phone’s
contact list will tell medical or law
enforcement personnel who you want
to have contacted in an emergency
situation. 

If you are dealing with known
medical conditions that may
potentially need emergency care, it
is important to share this information
with trusted persons around you on
a daily basis. With known conditions,
persons often carry medications that
can be helpful in an emergency
situation.  Certain treatments and
procedures, if known to others, can
help you through an unexpected
crisis.  

Emergencies happen when we least
expect it, so it is important to prepare
ahead of time. Whether you have a
large amount of information, or few
existing medical problems, find the
way that best provides your vital
information when you personally
cannot communicate it. This might
not only be time saving, but may be
lifesaving.

By Mary Spitsnogle, RN

“In Case of Emergency”

Health & Safety

Service Awards
Congratulations to these
dedicated individuals for their
work and continued service
with the Department of Roads.
They celebrate their service
dates in October and
November.

50 Years
Lyman Freemon, Director’s Office
Frank Veverka, District 2

40 Years
Jay Bailey, Communication
Jay Gustafson, District 8
Stanley Karel, Materials & Research
Bill Riggs, District 5

30 Years
Ray Branstiter, District 3
Timothy Jasa, District 3
James Simeon, District 6
Barbara Traudt, Materials & Research

20 Years
Kerri Halstead, Construction
Trudy Soll, District 4
Lisa Wade, Traffic Engineering

10 Years
Jon Barber, Planning & Proj. Dev.
Michael Bley, District 7
Raymond Braniff, District 2
Zachary Broshears, Communication
Harold Cheatum, District 8
Ronald Coulter, Roadway Design
Galen Dettmann, District 1
Tony Guggenmos, District 8
Mark Kowalski, District 4
Curtis Loecker, District 3
Robert Lowe, District 8
Michael Nelson, District 6
Ronald Poe, Planning & Proj. Dev.
Bradley Prall, District 2
Rick Rapp, District 1
Gordon Schiermeyer, District 4
Dean Schmidt, Roadway Design
William Teahon, District 6
Jeremy Weigel, Materials & Research
Stacy Zeisler, District 8



NDOR Events Calendar

— October —
International Walk to School Month
www.iwalktoschool.org

3 Bd. Examiners for Co. Hwy. & City Street Supts.
Meeting 8:45 a.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm.
Examination 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., NDOR Auditorium
Contact LeMoyne Schulz @ 479-4436

6-10 Drive Safely Work Week
www.netsnational.org/dsww.asp

7 New Employee Orientation Program
Rm. 152, 5001 S. 14th (the “Hill”)
Contact DeWayne Morrow @ 476-3678

7 Annual District Planning Meeting
District 1  7:00 p.m., Lincoln
NDOR Auditorium, 1500 Hwy. 2

8 RoadToasters
12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm. 
Contact Linda Wilson @ 479-3887

9 Letting
1:30 p.m., NDOR Auditorium
Contact Liz Wunderlich @ 479-4528

10 Put the Brakes on Fatalities Day
www.brakesonfatalities.org

13 State Holiday – Columbus Day 
17 Bd. Public Roads Class & Stds.

9:00 a.m., NDOR Auditorium 
Contact LeMoyne Schulz @ 479-4436

19-25 National School Bus Safety Week
www.napt.org 

19-25 National Teen Driver Safety Week
www.ghsa.org/html/projects/ntdsw/index.html

22 RoadToasters
12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm. 
Contact Linda Wilson @ 479-3887

10/20 – 11/17  Open Enrollment
Contact Diane Holthus @ 479-4580 

23 Annual District Planning Meeting
District 2  7:00 p.m., Omaha
UNO Alumni Center, 6705 Dodge Street 

24 Hwy. Commission Meeting
10:00 a.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm.
Contact Shirley Schafer @ 479-4530

28 Annual District Planning Meeting
District 3  7:30 p.m., South Sioux City
Marina Inn, 510 E. 5th Street

28 Blood Drive – Community Blood Bank
NDOR Central Headquarters
Contact Diane Holthus @ 479-4580

— November —
4 New Employee Orientation Program

Rm. 152, 5001 S. 14th (the “Hill”)
Contact DeWayne Morrow @ 476-3678

5 Annual District Planning Meeting
District 4  7:00 p.m., St. Paul
City Library, 1301 Howard Avenue 

6 Annual District Planning Meeting
District 6  7:00 p.m., North Platte
Holiday Inn Express, 300 Holiday Frontage Road

7 Bd. Examiners for Co. Hwy. & City Street Supts.
10:00 a.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm.
Contact LeMoyne Schulz @ 479-4436

11 State Holiday – Veterans’ Day 
12 RoadToasters

12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm. 
Contact Linda Wilson @ 479-3887

12 Annual District Planning Meeting
District 7  7:00 p.m., McCook
Holiday Inn Express, 1 Holiday Bison Drive

13 Annual District Planning Meeting
District 5  7:00 p.m.,M.T.,  Gering
Gering Civic Center, 1050 M Street 

13 Letting
1:30 p.m., NDOR Auditorium
Contact Liz Wunderlich @ 479-4528

10/20 – 11/17  Open Enrollment
Contact Diane Holthus @ 479-4580

21 Hwy. Commission Meeting
10:00 a.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm.
Contact Shirley Schafer @ 479-4530

21 Bd. Public Roads Class & Stds.
9:00 a.m., NDOR Auditorium
Contact LeMoyne Schulz @ 479-4436

24 Annual District Planning Meeting
District 8  7:00 p.m., Bassett
North Central Neb. RC&D, 308 E. Hwy. 20 

26 RoadToasters
12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm. 
Contact Linda Wilson @ 479-3887

27-28 State Holiday – Thanksgiving 

— December —
National Drunk & 
Drugged Driving Prevention Month

2 New Employee Orientation Program
Rm. 152, 5001 S. 14th (the “Hill”)
Contact DeWayne Morrow @ 476-3678

10 RoadToasters
12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm. 
Contact Linda Wilson @ 479-3887

16 RoadToasters – Holiday Meeting
12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m., NDOR Auditorium 
Contact Linda Wilson @ 479-3887

18 Letting
1:30 p.m., NDOR Auditorium
Contact Liz Wunderlich @ 479-4528

19 Hwy. Commission Meeting
10:00 a.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm.
Contact Shirley Schafer @ 479-4530

25 State Holiday – Christmas 

If you would like a key event included on upcoming
calendars, call the Communication Office 479-4512 or e-mail
linda.wilson@nebraska.gov. Information for the December 08/
January 09 Roadrunner should be received by November 14.
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